YOUR COMMUNITY FORUM
Unsigned editorials reflect The Sentinel’s position on issues. All A
other commentaries, letters and cartoons on this page represent

the opinions of the writer or the artist, not The Sentinel. You may
write individual columnists in care of The Sentinel.
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For health, leave

no child inside |
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i A 7 r R ._/ -

n a recent sunny
afternoon in
March, I attempted
to write whilethe |
late-afternoon sun illumi- *
nated my desk. However, I
yearned for the sensation of
the sharp, chilly wind on my
face. I turned off the com-

Teresa Heinz Housel is an assi-
tant professor of communica-

puter and walked outside. E“"‘ 5 “°P"hc°“e|95' ot it
Iofteﬂ feel most a].ive er a E!E!SB ousel@gamil.com.

when I am outdoors. Rou-

tine outdoor walking has increasing children’s access

made me more conscious o physical activity and

of how many people, and healthy food choices.

especially children, are dis- Recent school policies -

connected from their natural to combat obesity, such

environment. With warmer ~ as removing sugary drinks

weather here, I recently . from vending machines, are

reflected on how many chil-  positive steps. Unfortunate-
dren don't spend their sum- ly, because school districts
mer vacation outside. are cutting physical educa-

In his 2005 book, “Last
Child in the Woods,” Rich-
ard Louv coined the phrase
“nature-deficit disorder”
to describe the disconnect
many children have with
nature. Louv argues that
building developers “destroy

" natural hahité’iﬁ“—'[‘?fﬁd] design
communities in ways that
discourage any real contact
with nature, and include cov-
enants that virtually crimi-

tion to correct their deficits,
many children who are not
active at home also don't
exercise at school.

When I consider this
information, my childhood
seems almost nostalgic -
in comparison. I was not
whisked between indoor
activitieg, Jikg many subz
urban, mjd* e-class k?c?g
today. I instead spent hours +
. doing unstructured out-.
nalize outdoor play —out- - door play: bike-riding along
lawing tree-climbing, fort-  country roads, building- -
building, even chalk-drawing sandbox cities and splash-
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Mr. McClendon is willing tg/make a
substantial investment to i
community. The investment w
millions in non-homesteag
lions each yearthatwill g6'to our local
scHools and ‘!_ ) f _
tunds, If there ever was a time this area”
needed help, it is now. Let's remember,

- government is not getting the job done.
*'Omra recent boat excursion, I noticed
there are no visible dunes on the
M¢Clendon land. Get a boat and go look.
. Yours and my most cherished dunes

|| MY TAKE/SAUGATUCK TOWNSHIP

Don't stand in the

BY LARRY SYBESMA

s a Saugatuck Township taxpayer,

why should I stand against a fel-

low American even if it is Aubrey
cClendon? :

ove our
‘render
axes —mil- property. This area is
of the beach.

, fit€"and road repair

way

of McClendon's investment

held a special hearing to inform residents
that new boundary lines were being
drawn concerning critical dune restric-
tions. The claim was made that aftera
full statewide study of the mapping sys- |
tem, a mistake was found to exist, Just so
happens that mistake showed up here. |
The addition includes the area by which '/
Mr. McClendon must come and go to his

about one mile east

The presentation by the DNRE maitily |
consisted of a young man named Ernie,
who by his own admission is no expert.
Ernie came with no material proof,

. no maps, just a good ol’ story. He had
been sent alone to trespass on three
occasions to study the land. He began
his presentation bv savine the first

The following are excerpts
from reader postings on
The Sentinel's Web site,
hollandsentinel.com. Com-
ments are filed under regis-
tered screen names.

On Erik Prince speaking at
the Tulip Time luncheon:

yipps: | am in shock over this.
Why would Tulip Time want
to highlight a paid merce-

" nary in such a way? A dark
(blackwatery) shadow will
now hang over the beautiful
colars for me and many of
my friends.

. rightisright: Welcome home,
Mr. Prince. Thank you for
sharing some-of your time
with your hometown, it is
appreciated.

antanka: Good to see Erik
back in Holland. Talk your
point, Erik, it's how you were
raised. Contracting for the
government is tough and war
is ugly no matter who does
the dirty work.

MorninJoe: Let's try not to
let this get out to the media
outside of West Michigan,
OK? This was the poorest of
choices for Tulip Time ever.
They just do not get it.

TreyQ99: (Erik Prince) is an

. American hero who served =~
this country. He and his fam-
ily have done many things
for this community. Tulip
Time organizers acknowl-
edge the controversy sur-

_srounding him, but feel he

/ and his life journey would
make for a great speech at
the lunch. :

" ScorpioGG: What makes folks

think that someone has to

be squeaky clean to be inter-

esting to listen TP BESHES;

as far as | know, Erik Phigge

hasn't broken any laws, |

" would think that he will draw
a big crowd. 8

Cricketclover: Erik Prince's
company committed crimes
anainst himanity and
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