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Why I draw the
line at textmg

B Teresa Heinz Housel is an assitant professor of communications at
Hope College. Contact her at teresahousel@gamil.com. |

am typically an early
adopter of new technol-
ogies. In the early 1980s,
I readily adaptgd to
personal computers. Today;
I frequently read blogs,
download music, upload
videos to YouTube, use
social technologies such as
Facebook, and routinely use
educational technologies in
my Hope College classes.
Although I skillfully use
communication téechnolo-
gies, ] resist one: texting.
Why? Because texting -
establishes social barriers
between people and can be

unsafe when used carelessly.
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many new communications
technologies, Europe and
Asia are often ahead of the
United States in adoption.

1 was perplexed while sit-
ting i a packed Tokyo train
where passengers of all ages
earnestly bent over toward
their phone while texting.
With fingers flying and but-
tons clicking, each person
might as well have been sit-

_ting in an empty room.

Texting has been salient
to me this fall at Hope. I am
currently finishing a course,
“Technology’s Impact on
Everyday Life,” for Hope's
first-year seminar program.
My course examines how
lechnologies, which are
invented to meet human
needs, also impact society.

My students anxiously
awaited our recent unit on
contemporary personal tech-
nologies such as cell phones,
Facebook, Twitter and music
downloading. A recent class
examined how texting impacts
our everyday lives and inter-
personal relationships.

My students were not
surprised by the national
tex(ing trends, According to
the Pew Internet and Ameri-
can Life Project, 36 percent
of American teens text-mes-
sage their friends every day.
Teens living in households
with an annual income
under or above $50,000 are
equally likely to text-mes-
sage, talk on a cell phones,
send instant messages and
e-mail and communicate on
social networking sites.

My students expressed pet
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peeves about certain uses of
texting, such as breaking up
with someone. We viewed a
video by “netiquette” expert
Nicole Beland, who offers .
tips for relationship texting.
“Don't be rude or break bad
news [by texting],” Beland
advises. “In a hyper-con-
nected culture, a bad repu-
tation can spread fast.”

Still, the students over- |
whelmingly described
texting’s social impact in
positive terms. All said
they frequently text friends
and family instead of tele-
phoning them.They cited
convenience, immediate
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resident Obama should be com-

mended for committing 30.000

additional troops 1o Afghanistan

to root out al-Qaida and stabilize
major portions of the country. I am lar
less certain about establishing a time-
table, though the president did sisv it
depended on conditions on the ground
This isn't like telling your college studen
he has so many months to stop partving
and get his grades up or the 1uition gets
cut off. In this war, a timetable can only
encourage the enemy 1o hang on until we
depart.

Mentioning the cost of the war is anoth
er caveat that ought to be less importam
than he made it. What was the cost of
9/11 in human and economic terms?
What would be the cost of another 4711,
especially if it involved weapons of mass
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revealed the flip side to
these conveniences. After |
I'shared my experience on |
the Tokyo train, one student |
suggested that perhaps pub- |
lic texting was a good thing.
“It allows you to focus your
attention on something,” the
student said, "and it’s fast.”

However, | often wonder if
texting is altogether a good
thing.

First, what information
cues are lost when some-
one texts instead of calls?-
Receiving a telephone call is
now almost akin to opening
a handwritten letter. The
textures of someone’s voice
remind me of handwriting, |
which is personally unique
and carefully presented, a
gift in today’s online, text-
driven world.

Secondly, texting has safe- |
ty implications. According to |
the National Highway Traf- |
fic Safety Administration, |
nearly 50 percent of teens
admit to texting while driv-
ing. In an astounding statis-
tic, Car and Driver magazine
reported in June that texters
had slower reaction times
than drunk drivers.

Sikteen states ban texting
while driving. State Sen. Buzz
Thomas, D-Detroit, proposed
a Michigan texting ban in
March. AAA is pushing for a
nationwide ban by 2013.

All technologies have
benefits and drawbacks.
However, it is everyone’s
responsibility to use tech-
nologies such as texting in
a thoughtful, respectfuland ~ |
responsible manner. |
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The president is likely 1o get more sup-
port for his decision from his critics on the
right than his liberal supporters, who are
still living under the misconception thit
we can stop wars by not fighting them. As
the president said at West Point, we didn
attack al-Qaida; they attacked us.

Opinion polls, while volatile, continue
to show that the public doesnt want 1o
lose this war. According to a USA Today/
Gallup Poll (Nov. 20-22}, 60 percent of the
public does not believe the United States
made a mistake when it attacked al-Qaida
in the aftermath of Sept. 11, 2001, Only
36 percent believe we did. According 1o a
CBS News/New York Times Poll canduer
ed in February 2009, 89 percent support-
ed the war effort in October 2001, What is
remarkable is that the suppon level has
not declined further given America’s pref-
erence for short confﬁcts.

There is a cautionary note in the poll-
ing. Only 30 percent in the [JSA Today/
Gallup Poll think the war is guing “moder-
ately well.” Forty-five percent believe it is
going “moderately badly” and 21 percent
think it is going “very badly.” That is no
doubt why the president laid down mark-
ers for the Afghan government to meet.
But will it? Can it? We saw how long it
took to train Iragis to take over from 1.5,
forces. Afghanistan is not Iraq. It is far
more complicated.

A CBS News Poll (Nov. 13-16) indicates
support for the president’s manage-
ment of the-war continues to decline
As recently as October, the president’s
approval-disapproval numbers were 42
percent and 34 percent. Last manth’s poll
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Cal Thomas is a syndicated colummist Contact
him at tmseditorsGtribune com
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The profadem for the public and fo
political leaders is that there has eves
bsern a war like this une, We are mak
ing up the strategy as we go. Unlike our
enemiey whose Urlf'_v' frus is Ellang
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correctiness and the false notion
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The faikare of the Obama brand of
diplomacy is on display bn lran. Afte:
several overiures to President Mahumirod
Ahmadinejad and lots of speeche ;
ing diplomacy, Iran has announc
not 1o dismantle its nuelear pm,
1o huild 10 more nuclear fac
ing UN. resolutions iand JA
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